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Edward Gelles

My Family Background

Edward Gelles, born in Vienna, Austria in 1927

Son of Dr David Itzig Gelles (1883-1964)
and

Regina Griffel (1900-1954)
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ST

Edward Gelles with his father Dr. David Itzig Gelles and his mother
Regina Gelles nee Griffel with her elder son Ludwig
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Edward Gelles is the second son of Dr David Itzig Gelles and Regina Griffel. My paternal ancestry
includes rabbis of Weinstein, Horowitz, Helman, Halpern and Shapiro families. My maternal line
goes back from my grandparents David Mendel Griffel and Chawa Wahl to Chajes,
Katzenellenboegn, Luria families amongst others.

The two sides of my family were involved in a number of inter-marriages. Important ancestors
included Mordecai Jaffe, the 16" century Chief Rabbi of Prague, Grodno, and Posen. He was known
as the Levush after the title of his magnum opus, and a branch of this family carried down the name
of Levush while another branch who adopted Itzig as their family name became Court Jews in Berlin.

The lines of ascendancy of Gelles and Griffel went back to common ancestors in the Treves rabbinic
family of 14th century France. Matityahu Treves was Rabbi of Paris and subsequently became Chief
Rabbi of France. The Treve rabbis were descended from the biblical scholar Rabbi Salomon ben
Isaac, known as “Rashi”, who lived at Troyes in the 11th Century and his lineage went back to the
Kalonymos of Narbonne.
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Mattityahu Treves d. ca. 1385

i
David Gans cousin of Nathan Nata Shapiro
of Prague d. 1613 ABD of Grodno d. 1577

Solomon Shapiro

Nathan Nata Shapiro
ABD of Cracow d. 1633

Roza (Chajes - Altschuler)
d. 1642 |

I
Lifsha Shapiro
m Israel Halpern of Krotoschin

I
Shlomo Shapiro
Isaac Jechiel Michael

Moshe of Shklov
Pinchas
Abraham Abba Shmuel Helman
of Shklov ABD of Metz d. 1764
R. Pinchas Shapiro |

of Koretz d. 1791 R. Moshe of Glogau
| I

Chief Rabbi of Paris

Uri Feivush ben David
ABD of Vilna & Nasi in Jerusalem

Mordecai Jaffe (aka “Levush”)
ABD of Prague, Grodno & Posen

d. 1612 d. 1657
2N |
Itzig Jaffe Levush Meir of Horodycze
|
\ Isaac of Siematycze
|
R. Shmuel Gelles
Moses Menachem Levush |
aka Moses m daughter
of the Brody Klaus
Mordecai - of Brody

e

Joel Sirkes d 1640

Lu.ria
Katzenellenbogen

v
1545 -1617

Saul
Meir ABD of Brest d. 1631

m Hinde Horowitz

Moses K. ABD of Chelm
m Sarah (Kloisner of Posen)

Saul K. ABD of Pinczow d. 1691
m Yente, dr of Jacob Shor
Moses K. ABD Schwabach d. 1733
m dr of Eliezer Heilprin of Fuerth

Eliezer K. ABD Hagenau & Bamberg d. 1771
m Yached, dr of Shmuel Helman of Metz

his only daughter daughter m R. Moses Gelles ABD of Cracow Isaac Chayes 4.1616
m R. Shmuel Gelles (2™ cousin of Mordecai Jaffe)  ABD of Prague
d. 1811 R. David l_ R. Zvi Aryeh Weinstein descent to descent to
d. Brody 1868 ABD of Solotwina d. 1884 | |
m Sarah Horowitz m Gittel Horowitz Eliezer Griffel m Sarah M Chajes

|
Nahum Uri Gelles

ABD of Solotvina d 1934

Dr David Itzig Gelles
of Vienna d. 1964
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| Nadworna d 1918 d. 1940
Esther Weinstein David M Griffel m Chawa
d 1907 d 1941 d. 1941
m Regina Griffel
| London d. 1954
Edward Gelles
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Rabbi Nahum Uri Gelles with (left to right) Lotte, Max, David, and Bertha
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My grandfather Nahum Uri Gelles (1852-1934) was Chief Rabbi of Solotwina in Galicia, an outlying province of
the Austrian Empire from 1772 to 1918. My grandfather married Esther, the daughter of Rabbi Zvi Aryeh
Weinstein and Gittel Horowitz.

The photo shows four of my grandparent’s six children, including my father David Itzig Gelles who was born in
1883 (standing to the right in the photo). He held the degree of Dr Juris of Vienna University and practised as an
advocate in that city. He was a leading member of the Viennese Jewish community and of the Austrian Zionist
movement.

My father’s younger siblings Lotte and Max (born 1895 and 1897) followed him in obtaining their degrees of Dr.
Juris in Vienna. Max was a practising advocate, wrote a standard commentary on Austrian Company Law, and
was an outstanding amateur chess player. He left his daughter Elsa who lived in New York, and who is followed
by her son, the medical specialist Dr. Peter Schmaus and his issue.

Lotte married twice, to the lawyer Dr. L. Ostrer of Vienna and secondly to the physician Dr Kurt Kalmann in Tel
Aviv.

Bertha was born in 1881 and emigrated to America shortly before the First World War. She married Nathan
Resnik in January 1914. Two children followed in 1915 and 1916 and a third in 1921. Her daughter Edythe had
two sons, Dr Stuart Rothenberg, is an authority on Ayurvedic medicine and Dr Robert Rothenberg is a family
physician. Stuart’s daughter, the journalist Jennie Rothenberg Gritz, sent me this photo which appears to be a
valedictory record taken prior to Bertha’s departure for America.
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Dr Stuart Rothenberg is the Chief
Medical Officer of David Lynch
Foundation and National Director of
TM Health Professionals Association

He is the grandson of Bertha Gelles
Resnick
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Stuart Rothenberg Bar Mitzvah Reception 1961 - Stuart seated third from right

Stuart’s mother Edythe and father Murray (standing 2nd and 3rd from right), Edythe’s mother, Bertha Gelles
Resnick (standing 4th from right), Stuart’s aunt Elsa (Gellis) Schmaus and her husband Walter (seated
centre). Bertha is the aunt of Edward Gelles and Edythe and Elsa are his 1st cousins.
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Chief Rabbi Shmuel Helman (Hillman) of Metz (d. 1764)

m (1) —wife (d. young)
|
R. Moshe of Glogau

Chana (d.1805) daughter
m Yechiel Michal Segal m Moses Gelles
ABD of Eisenstadt of Brody Line
(1740-1819) |
R. David Isaac Gellis
of Glina & Brody (d.1868)
I
R. Nahum Uri Gelles
ABD Solotwina (1852-1934)
I
Dr. David Isaac Gelles
of Vienna (1883-1964)

I
Dr Edward Gelles

(b 1927)
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m (2) — younger sister, Sarah (d. 1774)

|
R. Uri Feivush (d.1771)

Hinde (d.1835)
m Shmuel Landau (d.1834) |
s. of R. Ezekiel Landau Shmuel Isaac Hillman (b.ca 1780)
Chief Rabbi of Prague |
(1713-1793) Shimkhel Hillman ( b.1805)

Salomon Leib Hillman (b. 1757)

I
Avraham Chaim Hillman (1840-1897)

I
\\ R. Shmuel Isaac Hillman (1868-1953)

I
Sarah Hillman (1898-1979)

m Yitzhak Halevi Herzog (1888-1959)
Chief Rabbi of Israel

|
Chaim Herzog (1918-1997)

6th Prsident of Israel
in office 1983-1993

|
Isaac Herzog (b. 1960)
11" President of Israel
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Chaim Herzog (1918 - 1997)) Isaac Herzog (1960 - )
6" President of Israel 1983 — 1993 1th President of Israel 2021 -
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Maternal Family Connections of Edward Gelles

Leiser WAHL 1815- Chaim (?) SAFIER Isaac Chaim CHAYES 1823-66 David Mendel GRIFFEL
m Zlate Roisel 1819- m Beile m Taube
I I l I
Shulim Wahl 1838- m Sarah Safier 1842- Sarah Chayes -1940 m Eliezer Griffel 1850-1918
| (6 children) (10 children) |
I I I l I I
Chaim Simon Abraham
Ohrenstein m Rachel m Taube Blume m Eliezer Low Chawa m David Mendel Griffel Isaac Chaim Griffel Zissel Griffel
Wahl 1873-1906 Wahl 1861-1919 Wahl 1875-1941 1880-1930 m Zygmunt Lamm
1879-1965 1864-1903 1877-1941 | m Judith Breit -1938
PO— | — I
I I I I I I I
Lucia Rega & Zyga Taube Dr. Abraham Low Edward REGINA Zygmunt Dr. Jacob Griffel Dr.Arnold Lamm
1910-88 1903-67 1905-85 1891-1954 1904-59 1900-54 1897-1951 1900-62 1902-86
m 3" marr. m m m m m m m 2" marr. m Lucy Hauser-Auerbach
Count Livio Shalom Lola Popper Mae Willett  Susan Manson Dr. David Gelles Maryla Suesser Miriam Rottenberg 1923-
Tripcovich Scharf 1909-87 1903-71 1911-78 1883-1964 1909-75 1914-98

1901-1958 - 1945 | | | | I

| | | | Eve Griffel  Ludwig Gelles  Diana Schreiber

1949-98 1922-43 1943-2011
Dr. Viola Sachs Thaddeus Marilyn Phyllis  David Griffel Dr. Edward Gelles  Eric Griffel Joseph Griffel
1929- Taube Schmitt Berning 1946- 2021 1927- 1931- 2020 1953-
1931- 1939- 1936- Sarah 1955-
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Dr. Steven Lamm
1948-
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Edward Griffel (1904 — 1959)

father of David Griffel (1946-2021) and uncle of Edward Gelles (b.1927)

Edward Gelles and David Griffel are first cousins as shown on the following chart.
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Edward Gelles and David Griffel

Chasidic dynasty founder

Israel Friedman of Ruzhin, d. .1850
m Sarah Efrari, d. 1847

Friedman - Gelles connections
see charts in preceding essay

Gittel Tova Toyba Friedman David M Griffel R Moses Gelles (Gelles of Brody)
m R Ysef Manson m Taube Zeisler m descendant of Helman & Shapiro
| |
R. Chaim David Manson, d. 1932 Eliezer Griffel d.1918 R. David Isaac Gelles, d.1868
m Udel Gottesman m Sarah Chayes,d.1940 m Sarah Horowitz
| I |
R. Israel Manson, d. 1961 David M Griffel, d. 1941 R. Nahum Uri Gelles ,d. 1934
m Yente D Horodetzky, d 1955 m Chawa Wahl, d. 1941 m Esther Weinstein, d. 1907

Susan Manson
1911 -1978
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m Edward Griffel  -- Regina Griffel m Dr David Gelles
1904 — 1959 1900 - 1954 1883 - 1964
| I
David Griffel Edward Gelles
1946 — 2021 1927 -
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David M. Griffel and some family connections

Edward Gelles

David Griffel who died a year ago, on 3™ December 2021, was
the last remaining 1% cousin of our Griffel family. David's
father Edward Griffel and my mother Regina Griffel were
siblings whose father was David M. Griffel, after whom my
cousin was called. The siblings’ grandfather Eliezer Griffel, was
head of the Jewish community of Nadworna in Galicia.

An outline of my cousin David's life can be gathered from
appended photographs which were retrieved from his house in
Weston, Massachusetts.

David Griffel was born in New York in 1946. His father Edward
Griffel ( 1904 —1959 ) married Susan Manson (1911 - 1978).
David's sister Eve (1949 - 1998 )is shown beside her brother in
the photograph which was taken in 1952 /1953.
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Griffel — Wahl - Taube

Shulim Wahl
Tarnobreg m

b. 1838 /\

Rachel Wahl
1879 — 1965
m Abraham Taube

Lemberg
1873 - 1906

Zyga Taube
1905 - 1985

m Lola Popper
Krakow 1907 - 1987

Thaddeus N Taube
Krakow b. 1931

Sarah Safier

Tarnobreg
b. 1842

Chawa Wahl
1877 — 1941
m David M Griffel
Nadworna
1875 - 1941

Regina Griffel
1900 — 1954

m Dr David Gelles
Vienna - 1883 - 1964

Edward Gelles
Vienna b. 1927
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Thaddeus N Taube with his wife Dianne and
Edward Gelles at dinner in London (2002)

Tad Taube and Edward Gelles are second

cousins whose grandmothers are Rachel Wahl

and Chawa Wahl.
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Zvi Hirsch Perez Chajes (1876-1927)
Chief Rabbi of Vienna
(see following family chart)
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Descent of Edward Gelles from Rabbis Judah Loew and Isaac

'es of Prague

Isaac Chayes, ABD of Prague Saul WAHL Judah LOEW ABD ofPrague m Mirl Chayes -Altschuler

| | I
Menschem Manish Chayes of Vilna Judah Wahl Isaac Katz of Prague m Vosgale
Jacob Chaves \MM m  NaftaliKag, ABDof Lublin
Isaac Chaves of Skole Isaac Katz ABDof Stepam
Eliszer Chayss. of Brody Isaish Katz of Brody __Naftali Hirsch Katz of Frankfort
Isaac Chgies (diad in Holy Land) Menachem Meainish Katz Skpontze Bezalal Kaiz, ABD of Qstrog
Member of the Four Lands Council

daughter m
Meir Chaves of Tysmispiss m dmghter  EfraimFischel ofLudmis  IssscKaiz ABD of Qsrog
ABD of Tykesin

Isaac Chayes of Brody - Jacob Jokel Horowitz

w.dr of Nathan Nata, AED of Brody ABD of Brody & Glogan
Menachem Manish Chayes

of Brody & Florence ABD of Brody & Hamburg
Bzils Rubin Yehuda Alrop Ersenkal of Brody

Meig, Chayes of Brody & Florence l

| Jacob Joksl Horowitz o Hinds Ersenkel

ABED of Bolachow
ZyiHirsch Chajes of Brody & ABD of Zolkizs. Yehuda Ahron Horowitz m  Miram Margohies
Isaac Chaim Chajes of Kolomas
Selomon (it of Zalkiss & Lambes
Sarsh Matsl CHAJES m Hirsch Leib Weinstein, AED of Solotwina

Hirsch Perez CHAJES of Brody m_ Eliezer Griffel of Nadwoma

Chief Rabbi of Vienna NabumUri GELLES m Esther WEINSTEIN

. Chawa WAHL m David Mendel GRIFFEL ABD of Solotwing
Regina Griffel w David Gelles
/ienna
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Edward Gelles
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Ancestral Links of Edward Gelles and the Mendelssohns

Samuel J. Katzenellenbogen

Padua & Venice d. 1597

Israel Issers

m Abigail Jaffe

Saul Wahl Pinchas Horowitz m Miriam  Cracow d.1572

Joel Sirkes (Jaffe)
Cracow d. 1640

/mses Isserles

Gelles — Levush

Mordecai Jaffe  Uri Feivush ben David
Brest d. 1617 Prague —Cracow d. 1618  lsserles| Prague-Grodno-Posen  Vilna-Jerusalem d 1657
| | d 1612
Meir Wahl m(2) or m(1) Hinde Horowitz
| Bella Epstein
Judah Wahl m Dreizel Wulff ——
\ Miriam Wulff m Daniel (Jaffe) Itzig (Jaffe) Levush m daughter of S.Gelles
Berlin d. 1788 Berlin d. 1799 aka Moses Gelles
Brody d ca 1760
Moses Mendelssohn |
Dessau — Berlin d 1786 Babette Itzig
m Fromet Guggenheim d 1824 Jaffe
Hamburg — Berlin d 1812 m Jacob Salomon Heilprin
| | Katz line
Abraham Mendelssohn-Bartholdy m Leah Salomon Horowitz
Berlin d. 1835 d. 1842 Weinstein
| line

David M Griffel m Chawa Wahl

Regina Griffel

Felix Mendelssohn — Bartholdy
Hamburg-Berlin -Leipzig d 1847

m

|
Dr David Gelles

London d 1954 |

© Edward Gelles 2023

Edward Gelles

Vienna - London

Vienna d 1964

Esther Weinstein m Nahum Uri Gelles

Nathan Nata Shapiro
Cracow d. 1633
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iThe Shapiro Connection of Rabbi Nahum Uri Gelles and the Chasidic Grand Rabbi Israel Friedman of Czortkow

[Nathan Nata Shapiro|, Chief Rabbi of Cracow, 1585-1633

m Roza d. 1642, great-grand daughter of Moshe Eberles Altschuler of Prague & Cracow
I I |
Israel Halpern m daughter daughter Shlomo
of Krotoschin | d. 1648
? Nathan Nata of Hildesheim m_Esther Wahl, [
great-grand daughter of Saul Wahl Katzenellenbogen
Shmuel v 5™ generation descendant
Chief Rabbi of Metz, d. 1764 Menachem Nahum Twersky 1739-97 m Sarah Shapiro in direct male lne
I
I Malka
_ | of Koretz, 1726 -91
R Moshe of Glogau | | |
| [ Leah Sheindel Shapiro ——-Yehuda Meir
daughter m. R Moses Gelles m Shalom Shakhna m Aryeh Leib Wertheim m R Samuel Gelles 4.1811 m Sarah, dr.of
of Brody 1769-1808 1772-1854 | Jacob Samson
Aaron d.1830 of Shepetivka
| | | |
Israel Friedman Sima m Elivahu Pinchas |
R DavidIsaac Gellis of Ruzhin, 1797-1850
of Glina & Brody, ca 1785-1868 | (Polonsky line) 4™ generation descendant
David Moshe Friedman in direct male line
| of Czortkow,1828-1903
|
ABD of Solotwina, 1852-1934 Yehuda Meir Shapira
& adherent of Israel Friedman of Czortkow, 1854- 1933 of Lublin, 1887- 1934
| adherent of Israel Friedman
David Gelles — Efraim Fischel Gelles & teacher of Joseph Gelles
I I
Edward Gelles Joseph Gelles 1912-1941
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Some lines of descent from Saul Wahl

Rabbi Samuel Judah Katzenellenbogen of Padua and Venice
m. Abigail Jaffe

|
Saul Wahl (Katzenellenbogen)
I
| I I

Meir Wahl Katzenellenbogen Judah Wahl Hanele Wahl
| | m Efraim Zalman Shor
| | | | | Dinah Katzenellenbogen |
Deborah Moses of Chelm  Judah Wahl Nissel Beile m Naftali Hirsch Katz Jacob Shor
| m Dreizel m Moses HaKohen m Jonah Teomim |
| Saul of Pinczow desc Moses Isserles Yente Shor
A.J. Heschel m
m (2) \ 4 \ 4 v \ 4 Saul of Pinczow
Dinah Katzenellenbogen
v Mendelssohn  Karl Marx Yehudi Menuhin Martin Buber v
family descent
Jamily connections and connections Jamily connections
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Mendelssohn and some Ashkenazi Court Jews

Elias Gompertz of Cleves 1615-89  Gluckel of Hameln 1646-1724 m Chaim of Hameln, died 1689
(Electors of Brandenburg) |

Elias’ son, Kosman m Zipporah
Berend Lehmann 1661-1730 Halberstadt
sister of Chaim Hameln m (Augustus I of Saxony & Poland)
Leffman Behrends 1630-1714 daughter m Judah Loeb ben Samson Wertheimer
Hanover (Llector of Hanover) (whose son-in-law was Elias Benedict Gompertz)
Samuel Oppenheimer 1630-1703 |
Vienna (Emperor Leopold I') Genendel m Rabbi David Oppenheim of Prague 1664-1736
| (nephew of Samuel Oppenheimer)
Frummet Oppenheimer --------Simon Wolf Oppenheimer m Frade, grand daughter of Leffman Behrends

m Josef Guggenheim
| Samson Wertheimer 1658-1724 (descendants related to those of Samuel Oppenheimer)

Abraham Guggenheim Vienna { Emperors Leopold I & Joseph I') and other Court Jews)
m Miriam Gliickel Cleve his daughter Chaya Rivka m Rabbi Issachar Berish Eskeles 1691-1753 -----------ceeeee
|
Fromet Guggenheim 1737-1812 m Moses Mendelssohn 1729-86  Daniel Jaffe Itzig 1723-99 Berlin m Miriam Wulff 1727-88
Dessau - Berlin (Frederick the Great & Frederick William Il of Prussia)
| |
Joseph 1770- 1848 - his son Alexander m Miriam, daughter of Rebecca Seligmann, daughter of

Bella Salomon 1749-1824 | daughter of Daniel Itzig
Nathan 1781-1852 m Henrietta, daughter of Elias 1755-1818, son of Daniel Itzig
Abraham 1776 - 1835 m Leah, daughter of Bella Salomon, daughter of Daniel Itzig

Felix Mendelssohn- Bartholdy Cecily 1760-1836 , daughter of Daniel Itzig J

1809 - 1847 m Baron Bernhard von Eskeles 1753-1839 «--
Vienna (Emperors Joseph Il & Francis 11 )
van Geldemn of Diusseldorf and Heine of Buckeburg Fanny 1758-1818 , daughter of Daniel Itzig
among old Court Jews of minor principalities (see following chart) m Baron Nathan von Amnstein 1748-18
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Connections between Galicia (Brody), Lithuania (Vilna, Grodno) , Posen ( Graetz, Lissa, Krotoschin), Silesia (Glogau), Austria (Eisenstadt)

Migration of rabbinic families in central and eastern Europe over the past few centuries.

Uri Feivush

Samson Wertheimer

© Edward Gelles 2023

Isaac Horowitz Mordecai Jaffe (aka Levush)
Chief Rabbi of Nathan Nata Shapiro Chief Rabbi of Court Jew of Habsburg Vienna, Chief Rabbi of Vilna
Brody, Glogau, and Chief Rabbi of Cracow Prague, Grodno & Posen Rabbi of Eisenstadt, & Nasi in Jerusalem
Hamburg, d. 1767 1585-1633| d. 1612 Chief Rabbi of Hungary & Moravia d. 1657
died 1724
line connected with Wertheimer descendants connected Meir
Rabbi D.I. Gelles I Jaffe of Graetz with Oppenheim, Mendelssohn, of
of Brody and his (near Posen) lizig, Eskeles, Gelles, Loewenstein Horodycze
descendants / | \
Lifsha Shapiro Isaac of Gershon Vilner i Uri Feivush
m. Israel Halpern | Siemiatycze of Shklov of Vilna
of Krotoschin | |
Uri Feivuch daughter married
of Glogau 2 Daniel Jaffe Itzig Shmuel Gelles Nathan Nata of Grodno
in Berlin Rabbi of Siemiatycze Chief Rabbi of Brody
| d. 1799 | d. 1764
(1) daughter ? Shmuel Helman (Hillman) daughter married |
(2) Sarahd. 1774 Chief Rabbi of Kremsier Moshe Mendel Moshe M. Levush daughter m
married—> Mannheim & Metz Levush —p aka Moses Gelles of Brody Isaac Chayes of Brody
d.1764 d. ca 1760 d 1807
Rabbi Uri Feivush | | her brother
of Lissa Rabbi Moshe Mordecai Gelles of Brody David Tebele
and other towns of Glogau father or uncle Rabbi of Lissa
d. 1771 | of d. 1792
daughter Rabbi Moses Gelles
married —_— of Glina and Brody
Moses Gelles |
another daughter, Chana, Descendant of Rabbi David Isaac Gelles a distant Gelles line
married son of Asher Lemel, Rabbi Isaac Horowitz Brody, d. 1868 in Posen
Chief Rabbi of Glogau and | > married Sarah Horowitz coming from Lithuania
Eisenstadt, d. 1789 |
Ahron Ber Gelles Nahum Uri Gelles
[9"h century communi[y Chief Rabbi of Solotwina Rabbi Siegfried Gelles
leader in Eisenstadt 1852-1934 b. Krotoschin 1884
Dr David I Gelles Rabbi Benjamin Gelles
of Vienna b. Lissa, 1916
1883-1964 1* cousin of
| Judge Bernard Gillis.
Edward Gelles 1905 - 96
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References

Papers of Edward Gelles

on Balliol College, Oxford website — ‘Archives and Modern Manuscripts’

The study of my family background in so far as it is covered in the record of my
researches on the web pages of my College involves an inter-disciplinary application
of history, genealogy, genetics and other sources as exemplified here under

Edward Gelles - Autosomal DNA matches with close cousins (Family Tree DNA)
Reviews and comments on my books 2006 — 2016

VIDEO - - Voices from Oxford: Sir Drummond Bone talking to Edward Gelles, March
2016
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‘Ephemeral and Eternal: Josef Gelles A Brief Life. Maastricht: Shaker, 2010.’
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‘Edward Gelles: Photographs relating to my family and ancestral background.
London — (Cewe), 2020’
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Portrait of Edward Gelles by Carel Weight
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